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THE EIT – UNIQUE INNOVATION INSTRUMENT

Idea to 
product

Lab to 
customer

Student to
entrepreneur

• Enhances Europe’s innovation capacity, competitiveness & quality of life
• Innovation ecosystems to increase cooperation and integration between business, education 

and research
• Addresses societal challenges
• Unique features: pan-European, long-term (7-15 years), financial sustainability 



EIT INNOVATION COMMUNITIES



EIT RIS Entities 

EIT COMMUNITY
ACROSS EUROPE

Headquarters

Innovation Hubs (Co-Location Centres)

Offices

EIT Hubs under the EIT Regional 

Innovation Scheme



EUROPE’S TRIED, TESTED AND PROVEN INNOVATION ENGINE



• Educating the next generation of 
entrepreneurs, innovators & change-makers

• EIT labelled master and doctoral programmes
• International cooperation, industry 

involvement
• Training on specific skills and competences
• Mobility, internships and scholarships/ 

fellowships 
 over 60 universities participate
• Executive training and post-doctoral courses
• Continuous professional development courses/ 

modules
• Learning modules and MOOCs; alumni and 

outreach activities
• Innovation activities
 Over 210 universities participate

EIT EDUCATION

Educating the next generation of 
entrepreneurs, innovators & change-makers



Benefits for start-ups & scale-ups:
• Market orientation 
• Shorter time-to-market
• Access to Europe’s largest innovation network
• Proximity to finance sources

EIT powered activities:
• Tailored support for entrepreneurs: 

business coaching & mentoring, access to 
market and customers, access to new 
technologies and testbeds, access to talent, 
access to finance...

• Sourcing start-ups and scale-ups: venture 
and ideas competitions, referrals

• Venture support within thematic 
specialisations of each Innovation 
Community

 Very successful: over 3200 start ups 
supported which attracted 3.3 BEUR of 
external investment

EIT BUSINESS CREATION
& ACCELERATION



INNOVATION DRIVEN 
RESEARCH PROJECTS

EIT powered activities:

• Focus on commercialisation

• Facilitation of co-creation and cooperation 

• Linking innovation players from different 
innovation ecosystems

 Successful with over 1170+ products put on 
the market that tackle global challenges

New products, services, processes & business 
models for Europe

Transdisciplinary & multicultural teams working 
together on solutions to global challenges



Objective

• Contribute to enhancing of the innovation capacity in moderate and modest innovators* 
Member States and Horizon 2020 Associated Countries

Approach

• Share and transfer good practices of knowledge triangle integration

• Widen participation in EIT Innovation Communities and create pan-European networks

• Allow collaboration in regions and countries that have been designing Smart Specialisation 
Strategies

* European Innovation Scoreboard

EIT REGIONAL INNOVATION SCHEME: CREATING EUROPEAN 
INNOVATION COMMUNITY



• Bulgaria 
• Croatia
• Cyprus
• Czech Republic
• Estonia
• Greece
• Hungary 
• Italy
• Latvia
• Lithuania
• Malta
• Poland
• Portugal
• Slovakia

• Slovenia
• Spain 
• Romania
• Albania
• Armenia
• Bosnia and Herzegovina
• Faroe Islands 
• Republic of North Macedonia 
• Georgia
• Moldova
• Montenegro
• Serbia
• Turkey
• Ukraine

EIT RIS eligible countries 
2014‐2020



SLIDE 86
IN WORKING PROGRESS
EIT REGIONAL INNOVATION SCHEME: 
BUILDING BLOCKS



3 main overarching 
priorities aligned with HE

€2.965 billion budget

10 Innovation Communities 
by 2027:

EIT Cultural and Creative Industries to be 
launched in 2022 & EIT Water to be 

launched in 2026 

EIT STRATEGY 2021 – 2027

1. Strengthen sustainable innovation 
ecosystems across Europe

2. Foster innovation and entrepreneurship 
through better education

3. Bring new solutions to global 
challenges to market



EIT RIS 2021-2027: INCREASING OUR REGIONAL IMPACT 
• Become mandatory and an integral part of the EIT KICs’ multi‐annual strategy;
• Continue to support modest and moderate innovation countries and regions, as well 

as, the Outermost Regions;
• Improve the innovation capacities of local ecosystems, via capacity building activities 

and closer interactions between the local knowledge triangle innovation actors and 
their activities;

• Support the objective of attracting new partners in KICs, including through the 
establishment of RIS Hubs;

• Leverage additional private and public funding, with particular attention to ESI Funds, 
including through strengthen links with Smart Specialisation Strategies. 



OPPORTUNITIES FOR ALL INNOVATORS!



READY TO TAKE YOUR IDEA, VENTURE & SKILLS TO THE NEXT LEVEL? 
COME INNOVATE WITH US!

Find all opportunities here: eit.europa.eu/our-activities/opportunities




