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Funding programme focused on building the strategic digital capacities of the EU and 

on facilitating the large scale deployment of digital technologies, to be used by 

Europe's citizens and businesses  

 

Digital Europe Programme  

 Amounts mentioned are based on the 

original proposal of the Commission. 

Negotiations on the Multi-annual 

financial framework are still ongoing, 

but it is likely there will be -17,4% 

budget available. 



Better address Europe’s 

economic and societal 

challenges 
E.g. climate, health, mobility and public services 

 

 

Ensure broad take-up of digital 

technologies across all regions 

of EU 
In deploying latest technologies to offer best services 

to citizens and business 

 

Support SMEs to acquire or 

access the latest technologies 

and skills 
More than 400,000 EU vacancies in these fields 

 

Compete globally  
Other regions of the world invest huge amount of 

public capital in advanced technologies. For 

example, the US and China spend € 10-20 billion 

annually on AI alone  

 

 

Achieve scale through 

collective co-investments 
Given the size of investments needed, scale 

required and risks involved  Europe needs to pool 

the resources together 

 

 

 

Regain control over Europe’s 

value chains 
and ensure Europe’s technological sovereignty 

Digital Europe Programme:  
 

Why? 



• MFF Negotiation concluded and DEP Regulation adopted – Nov-

Dec2020 

• Final meeting with Expert Group of Member States on the Workprogramme by 

end January 2021 

• Work programme adopted beginning of February 2021 

• First call open in the first half of February 2021 

• First Grant Agreements signed by Fall 2021 

Overall planning 
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• Focus is on delivery of actual results. It will make use of the most recent 
research results, but it will not support research. 

• For example, the programmes will support: 

• The acquisition of HPC machines 

• The building or reinforcing of Testing and Experimentation Facilities 

• The set up and delivery of Master courses in key advanced digital technologies 

• The set-up, interoperability, operations and maintenance of a number of services in the 
eGov area 

• The creation of Digital Twins for use by researchers and industry in support of the Green 
Deal 

Digital Europe "deliverables" 



Digital Europe programme structure 

 

High impact 

deployments 
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Artificial Intelligence 

Cybersecurity 

Advanced Digital Skills 

ACCELERATING THE BEST USE OF DIGITAL TECHNOLOGIES 



In summary 

Advanced digital skills 

• Master courses 

• Short term trainings 

• Job placements 

• Platform for Skills and Jobs 

High-performance computing 

• Procure exascale machines 

• Upgrade existing supercomputers,  

• Quantum computing 

• Widen the access to and use of 

supercomputing 

Cybersecurity 

• Deploy competence centers network 

• Cybersecurity shield, quantum 

communication infrastructure - QCI 

• Certification schemes 

• Cybersecurity tools 

Artificial intelligence 

• Data4EU : common Data Spaces, clouds, 

platforms and infrastructure 

• Large Testing and Experimentation 

Facilities for Agriculture, health, mobility, 

manufacturing and AI edge HW 

• Scale up the European AI platform to 

access tested AI technologies 

 

European digital innovation hubs 
• At least one per MS on AI 

Deployments : emphasis on 
• Destination Earth 

• Climate-neutral and smart communities 

• Continuation of investments (CEF – ISA2) 

• Blockchain 

• Enhancing confidence in the digital transformation 

 



Thank you – Questions? 
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